
Speech held at the demonstration on the occasion of the European

action day against capitalism M31 in Frankfurt, March 31st 2012:

The  structural  violence  of  the  capitalist  system finds  its  expression  in  the

language of crisis-managment. Again and again, it is said: It is the mission of

the European Central Bank, in front of which we are standing right now, to

protect the Euro and to guarantee its stability. The proclaimed goal of the crisis

policies of the Troika, consisting of ECB, European Commission and the IWF, is

to prevent the financial collaps of the EU-states, increase their competitiveness

and  to  generate  economic  growth.  The  Euro,  the  competitiveness,  the

economy, … – but one does not hear even one word about the living conditions

of those who are dependent on wage-labor, at the expense of whom all this is

supposed to happen. But to improve those living conditions is, after all, not the

end of state and capital.  The living conditions are rather the target  of  the

Troika's  crisis  policies.  The  rapidly  rising  number  of  homeless  people  and

suicides in Greece bear witness to this fact. When the President of the ECB,

Mario Draghi, claimed on March 22nd, that the worst of the Euro crisis is over,

this was nothing more then bare cynicism.

It is obvious that it is precisely the Troika which decides about the general trust

of politics in times of the crisis because it administers the resources that the

states need. The Troika functions therby as the functional body of the logic of

profit – and therefore of the ruling. They are able to use the crisis as  – as they

like to put it – "an opportunity" to introduce measures that they have been

demanding for a long time.

 

In practice that means the following: Wages and minimum wages are being

lowered, the protection against dismissal is being weakend, the retirement age

increased  –  in  Greece,  in  Portugal,  in  Spain,  in  Italy,  in  France.  All  this

measures aim at minimizing wages and that way increase the rate of profit.  

At  the  same  time  the  Troika  is  enforcing  far-reaching  austerity  measures

everywhere and forces, for instance, the Greek state to conduct privatizations

above  all  in  the  area  of  water  supply  and  electricity  provision.  The



governments  of  other  highly  indebted  states  of  the  EU  see  Greece's

development  as  one  that  could  potentially  also  be  their  own  and  indulge

themselves in anticipatory "reform obedience". Especially labor market reforms

take the German "Agenda 2010", introduced by the former governing coalition

between Social Democrats and the Green Party, as an example since Germany

has been able to get through the crisis with a decreasing unemployment-rate.

Within the  Troika  and the EU, however,  there  is  no consensus  about  what

should  be  considered  the  right  crisis  policies.  The  interests  of  conflicting

fractions  clash  within  those  institutions  and  against  the  background  of  an

irrational  mode  of  production  it  is  unclear  in  which  consequences  certain

measures will result.

 

The  "silent  compulsion  of  economic  relations"  that  Marx  rightly  conjured,

asserts itself in crises accordingly as an abstract compulsion to act: Everyone

calls for action, but nobody knows what to do. Here is neither the place nor the

time to discuss the complexity of the contradictions that drive and run through

European crisis politics. Obvious and quite telling, though, is the contradiction

between neoliberal defenders of austerity programs and apologists of keynes-

inspired stimulus measures.

• The neoliberals demand the enforcement of austerity measures in order

to  decrease  state  indebtness  –  that,  however,  does  not  generate

economic growth but rather leads into depression.

• The  others  demand  stimulus  programs  of  limited  effectiveness  that

continue to push the deficit of the states to risky heights while they are

only  able  to  postpone  but  not  to  avert  the  necessary  outbreak  of

depression.

This double bind, which the current crisis managment faces, shows that an

actual solution of the crisis must be sought beyond capitalism and the state's



regulatory  measures.  Therefore,  the  only  reasonable  conclusion  is  still  to

organize  resistance  against  the  crisis  policies  and  the  overcoming of  these

social relations in practice!

• The absurdity that a society is too rich to guarantee all humans a life free

of existencial fear must finally be brought to an end!

•  Crisis politics which aim at saving a system from its collaps and death

while driving the people, who need to get by, into collaps and death,

must be brought to an end!

• But also nationally narrow-minded resistance must be brought to an end,

since neither  the dynamics of  the crisis  nor  crisis  policies  care  about

national borders.

The  M31  alliance,  that  has  called  for  actions  today  in  several  different

countries,  is  the  attempt  to  organize  radical  resistance  against  the  crisis

policies  –  and that  means in consequence against  capitalism, which makes

them necesarry again and again, – transnationally. At this point it is important

for us to point out again that it's not about some kind of abstract solidarity

with countries, as the slogan "solidarity with Greece" calls for. For us it's about

solidarity with the people that are affected by the crisis policies and aim at an

emancipatory overcoming of the existing madness.

In this spirit:

Let's organize transnational resistance!

Against the politics of the Troika and capitalism!

For freedom and self-determination beyond capitalistic imperatives
and practical constraints!
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